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An insane man, you might be considered as ongyuf go against the majority
or do something different from your society's cami@nal traditions. Changing the
way people think seemed impossible and ridiculaitsHpancis of Assisi did it by
using all his might and heart. St. Francis wasaa mith a strong determination to
change the way people think about themselves armd nvhkes a decent human being.

This great man whose ideas completely went agdipgnain trend at that time

strongly rejected the Dark Ages social structure motions and intentionally

convinced people to do the oppositecan definitely be said that St. Francis has

influenced today's culture, social structure angppess notions about life. To this
day, many people still believe in his ideas anthfally follow them.

In his time, the early high middle ages, St. Frasaw the social transformation
where feudalism slightly turned into capitalismeualism,during this time,was the
only system which was used to rule the people hied $ociety and it separated the
people into two groups - the lords and the salvekiadefined their status in society.
The lords owned the land and the salves had to Wardt for them. No matter how

hard they worked, they were still poor and trediteglanimals. They were also

forced to fight in all wars and no one had the egerto fight against the authorllty
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Due to the economical, social and political proldesuring this period, the
people faced even more problems and they startadisrg for something to believe
and trust in. Therefore, they started to turn talsaChristianity. Christianity at the
time was the most powerful institution and it irfhced every aspect of life of people.
The head of the church, the Pope, had the powexdommunicate people from the
church. The Pope preached to all who would ligtemoney or taxes were paid to the
church, you would become closeer to God and Goddrspeak to you through a

preacher. Many historians have claimed that ttasaas one of the worst times in the

history of Christianityz. As feudalism was gradually being replaced bytesipm, the

people became driven by profit and were concerm&gdwith making money and

acquiring more Wealt‘Qh St. Francis witnessed these occurrences andeedhese
capitalistic ideas were wrong.

He thought people should not live like this, th@mpshould not be oppressed by
the rich and people should not have to pay monggtanto God's good graces. He
denied both feudalistic and capitalistic notiond decided to devote himself in
reforming these structures.

St Francis's three strongest ideas which he aleayshasized were " Richness

is not important”, “Equality in society” and "Gosl cieverywhere‘4 which totally

opposed the capitalist and feudalistic conceptseadlsas the church and its teachings.
To go against capitalism, Francis taught peoplewleashould live in poverty which

meant that money should not be the most importangtin our lifes and we should
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not focus on wealth and richesinstead, we should donate our money to help the
needy and to use it to enrich society. He not salg but he also acted upon his
words and became a model for his followers andreth®nce, he gave all the money

in his pocket to a beggar as well as begged forapdrom the church and donated it

to the poo?.

Equality in society was another idea that Fran@sted people to comply with.
He persuaded people to deny the old structuretatidght that all people were the same.
We should treat people and all living creaturessdr@e way, in the way we want to be
treated and we should help each other no matterhshar she is. St. Francis once helped
a leper by healing his body without any loathing aiso eased the leper's suffering by
consoling him. He did not consider who he shorgdttor should not, he treated all
people, especially the abject indigent. He hadwagpful faith in equality and wanted
society to hold to these principals. He desired@ety that would not harm any living
thing.7

During this period, people were told if they wantedjet closer to God, they had to
pay somethings such as money or taxes to the churtdinis act was totally against

God’s messages. For Francis, God existed evergdret could be reached directly by

behaving decently and living in his good gra%e*ﬁo make it easier for everyone to have

access to God, St. Francis set a rule and toldi@eofollow it. This rule was named

“The Rule of St. Francisg”which guided his followers on how to live theids properly.

St. Francis claimed that he had a personal convensaith God on the day he returned
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to Assisi. After that, he started restoring tharches, helped people especially the poor
and taught to all to follow in God’s teachings.

St. Francis aimed to change people’s notions abocial structure, wealth and
religion. What strategies enabled him to meetgoigls? The answer is “St. Francis
lived and breathed what he taught and act as hislsvo He lived by what he
preached because he wanted to be the great nuvdsl people to follow him. Even
though he faced many hardships, he never waived fits goal. He continued to
spread his thoughts and teachings and he also éduenad organization-The Franciscan
Order-which focused on his principles. Shortlyeafthis order was established, it

became very large. He and his followers took idesms out of Assisi and traveled to

other countries to spread thelr%.

St. Francis was a powerful preacher who contribatiédhis properties, all his
money as well as his entire life in changing pespbieas about being decent humans,
to reject any and all social structures that didrhar hurt any living thing. Even
though his teachings did not totally change theldyonowever, it has impacted
people’s ideas and attitudes towards each othethi$ day, many people still follow

and firmly believe in his ideas.
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