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THE FUNCTIONS AND FORMS OF                                           GOVERNMENT


CHAPTER OUTLINE

I.	INTRODUCTORY CONCEPTS

A.	Government - the set of institutions by which a society is ruled
          		1.	People disagree over role government should play
                        2.   	Disagreements arise from different conceptions of society and government
    
          
II.	THE PRIMARY FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT

A.	Maintaining internal order and external security
1.	Government's basic function
2.	Employs policy, prisons and courts to maintain internal security
          		3.	Anarchy - absence of government or law
	

B.	Ensuring justice
1.	Justice - the maintenance or administration of what is just by law, as by judicial or other proceedings
          		2.	Not all governments strive for justice, though most claim to

C.	Safeguarding individual freedoms
1.	Primary function in a democracy
2.	In the past, government often seen as enemy of freedom
3.	Today in democracies, tendency is to look to government for protection of individual freedoms
	

D.	Regulating individuals' actions

E.	Promoting the general welfare
1.	Regulates the economy, levies taxes, prohibits, protects, and provides services
2.	Includes health services, education, social security, and various other benefits
3.	Redistribution of wealth and income


III.	DEBATES ABOUT THE NATURE OF GOVERNMENT       
A.	Political theory and government
1.	Possesses a monopoly on extreme physical coercion
2.	Has taken over many functions once performed by other parts of society
          		3.	Politics - the means by which individuals affect government
4.	Political theory - an area of inquiry that deals with the nature of government and politics

5.	Ideology - a systematic body of concepts which generally represents a particular world view and is often deeply held
          		6.	Democracy - the rule of the people
          		7.	Fascism - rule of an elite

B.	Three views of the nature of government
1.	Government as a necessary evil
a.	prohibits, restrains, regulates, compels, and coerces
b.	regulates in accordance with its conception of public security, morality and welfare
2.	Government as a positive good
a.	promotes the common good
b.	necessary to force us to do right
c.	social instrument for positive action

3.	Government as an unnecessary evil			
a.	Marx, Lenin and Stalin portray government as an instrument of oppression
b.	anarchists see government as unnecessary and advocate its abolition
              4.	How powerful should government be?
a.	anarchists - advocate the abolition of all government
b.	libertarians - advocate greater freedom for individuals
c.	reactionaries - believe that the role that government currently plays in U.S. society is much too large and wish to go back to a system in which government played a much smaller role
     	h.	radicals believe the existing government must be changed totally

What does the left believe about the following issues:
1.  General role of government
1.  Social Issues
2.  Moral issues
3.  Military
4. Business
5. Taxes


What does the right believe about the following issues:
1.  General role of government
1.  Social Issues
2.  Moral issues
3.  Military
4. Business
5. Taxes


IV.	FORMS OF GOVERNMENT
A.	Democracies

     	1.	Democracy - rule of the people; governments which are based upon a popular vote

     	2.	Democracy has many meanings
               			a.	before the 19th century, few saw democracy as 
                    			desirable
          			b.	almost all nations claim to be democratic

          	3.	Characteristics of a democracy
          		a.	popular sovereignty
          	1.	doctrine that people are the source of all political power, the master of any government they establish to serve their interests
          	2.	for people to control the government, there must be: 
          		a.	freedom of speech
          		b.	effective legislative organs to represent the people
          		c.	free elections

          		b.	democratic concept of the individual


     			c.	rationality and the democratic way of life
          		1.	democratic theory assumes individuals can learn to listen to discussion and argument and discover truth through a rational weighing of evidence
          		2.	democratic theory assumes the common man will see that it is in his interest to make compromises



          		d.	equality
          		1.	democratic theory holds that all men are equal in the law
          		2.	equality of opportunity to participate in the political process

     	e.  	primacy of the individual

f. "Letting a Guilty Person Go Free"
g. 
h. where democracy works best      
i.          
h.	alternative forms of democracy
               		1.	governmental organization should not be confused with the fundamental requirements of democracy
                    			2.	political democracy exists in many forms

B.	Autocracy
     	1.	Early history
     	a.	authoritarian rulers in the clan, tribe, city-state and empire
     	b.	absolute monarchies
     	2.	In the twentieth century
     	a.	authoritarian - the society is ruled by a dictator or clique
     	1.	forbid all activities that threaten their position
    	2.	ruthlessly guard their power
     	3.	generally indifferent to activities that do not threaten their rule
               	b.	totalitarian - regime wants to control all aspects of an individual's life
     		1.	most based upon an ideology
     	2.	leaders use the ideology to justify actions

3.	Justifications given for an autocracy
               		a.	debate over what is meant by freedom
               		b.   	some claim to be caretakers for democracy
               		c.	some assert their countries are not ready for democracy
          		4.	Autocracy and power
               		a.	even autocrats must keep some support
               	
          		5.	Characteristics of an autocracy

          		6.	Loyalty to the party and the state

          		7.	Rule by leaders
               		a.	not characterized by rule of law
               		b.	autocrat can change the political rules

          		8.	One-party monopoly
               		a.	sometimes makes use of a political party
               		b.	generally tolerates no organized opposition

          		9.	A controlled press

         		Developing Countries:

Benefits of Autocracy:
1.  Quickly implement development projects
2.  Economic policies determined by a strong central government
3.  Government power can be used for development that benefits the country

Negatives of Autocracy
1.Corruption – How do you insure honest leaders
Power corrupts and Absolute power corrupts absolutely
(Complete power completely corrupts!)
2.  Lack of freedom!

Benefits of Democracy
1.  Freedom
2.  System of checks and balances against abuse of power

Negatives of Democracy:
1.  Weak systems of check and balances lead to corruption
2.  Politicians can exploit economic and political divisions in society to gain power
3.  Long implementation periods of policy and infrastructure projects



Communism

Not in your reading.  I will lecture about it in class.




			 What is the basic philosophy of communism?


			Economic history of the world


No private property



No religion … It is the opiate of the people





Vocabulary ---   Proletariat  -- Working class
		   Exploitation of the masses
		   Workers of the world unite.
		   Means of production







Why didn’t it work in China and Russia?



1.  Lack of incentive for workers
2. Centralized planning failed
3. Government became the new “owning”/ruling class
4. 






Why were there only a few communist revolutions?

1. Government social welfare programs – social safety net
2. Government labor regulation
3. Creation of a middle class
4. Regulation of capitalism
5. Anti communist propaganda/laws/regulation
6. Unions!

               		 
       	



DISCUSSION AND STUDY QUESTIONS 

1.	What is government?  (p. 285)

2.	What are the five primary functions of government? Explain.  (pp. 286-290)

3.	What are the three different attitudes toward government described in the text?  (pp. 291-292)

4.	Distinguish between anarchists and libertarians.  (pp. 291-292)

5.	Why is democracy difficult to define?  (pp. 294-295)


6.	List the characteristics of democracy discussed in your text.  (pp. 295-296)

7.	According to democratic theory, what should be the position of the individual in society?  (pp. 296-297)

8.	What environment is necessary for a successful democracy? (p.298)

9.	Distinguish between an authoritarian autocracy and a totalitarian autocracy.  (pp. 299-300)

10.	What are the characteristics of autocracies?  (pp. 299-305)

11.	What are some of the arguments used by autocrats to justify their regimes?  (pp. 300-301)









GLOSSARY

Government - the set of institutions by which a society is ruled


Anarchy - absence of government or law

Justice - the maintenance or administration of what is just by law, as by judicial or other proceedings

Politics - the means by which individuals affect government

Political theory - area of inquiry that deals with the nature of government and politics

Ideology - a systematic body of concepts which generally represents a particular world view and is often deeply held

Democracy - rule of the people; governments which are based upon a popular vote

Fascism - a system of social, economic, and political theory characterized by a glorification of the state and totalitarian government; belief in the rule of an elite

Communism - a theory of social organization based on the holding of all property in common, actual ownership being ascribed to the community or state

Bourgeoisie - middle class; according to Marx, the rich ruling class that owned the means of production

Anarchists - believe that it is the institutions of society which corrupt and exploit humans

Libertarian - philosophy that advocates greater freedom for individuals, particularly freedom from government control

Reactionary - belief that the role government currently plays is too large and that society should return to a system in which government plays a much smaller role


Conservative - philosophy which advocates a smaller role for government
Moderate - view which favors about the same role for government as currently exists

Liberal - philosophy which favors a broader role for government than currently exists

Radical - name given to those who believe the existing government must be changed totally

Popular sovereignty - majority rule; the people are the source of all political power; includes the right of individuals to select their leaders by voting for them

Autocracy - form of government in which one individual or group of individuals retains power independently of the will of the people; a government in which a single ruler has or claims unlimited power

Authoritarian autocracy - form of government in which society is ruled by a dictator or clique which forbids all activities that threaten its position

Totalitarian autocracy - modern form of autocratic government that attempts to regulate all aspects of life for state ends

Propaganda - carefully selected information which is relayed with the purpose of furthering one's cause or damaging an opposing cause

