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In Sweden the government´s largest expenditure is on social security with a percentage of 42 of the total expenditure. This might not be surprising since Sweden is known for their high taxes and welfare system with a lot of support from the government. This part is equal to all other parts together except health care and defense, which puts things in perspective. The defense is one of the less extensive expenditures along with law enforcement since they represent only 3% each of total expenditures. This number has decreased in the last decades and today the military is not mandatory for all men as it was a number of years ago. The Swedish defense suffered substantial cuts a few years ago which may be one of the reasons for the low percentage it represents today.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.svd.se/nya-nedskarningar-i-forsvaret 2/1-16] 


The education stands for 12 % of total expenditure, and is today a motive for debate due to the results Swedish kids have shown lately in school. The standard on the test results, knowledge and also the education itself seem to have decreased which have put this issue up for discussion.  Health care stands for 13 per cent of total expenditure and this is what I will talk about more later in this essay. Also the purple pie in the chart that stands for infrastructure and economic issues is only 8 per cent, the shortage of houses in Sweden and especially in Stockholm could be better off if this share increases but of course this will be at the expense of other areas that might need the money just as good, but the housing situation is a huge problem and the prices especially in Stockholm never seems to decrease.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  http://www.ekonomifakta.se/Fakta/Offentlig-ekonomi/Offentlig-sektor/Offentliga-sektorns-utgifter/ ] 


In Sweden there is the health care free until a certain age and if you don´t belong in this group you only have to pay a very small portion of the actual cost. Also we have a cost ceiling on health care. This cost ceiling means among other things that you should not have to pay for prescription medications after you spent over 2200 SEK.  The health care is a big question for the Swedish people and the queues to get treatment and help becomes longer and longer, which of course is an issue. During the last years we can see that the portion of health care as a percentage of total GDP has slightly increased over time. This is probably a small response to the issue since with more money you can make the health care more effective and more extensive. The health care has been prioritized a little bit here over other things that now has a lower share of the total expenditure, but the increase have not been very large though. It has gone from around 8,5 percent in 2003 to around 11 percent in 2013, which leads to a increase of 2,5 percentage points in 11 years. The small increase in investments in the health care might be the reason for the longer queues that has incurred in the previous years and that the problem has not disappeared.
We can also see that the percentage share of GDP was quite stable under the period from 2003 to the global financial crisis in 2008. Then the share increased quite rapidly to a higher level until around 2011 when the increase isn´t as high but is still there. In 2013 it was the highest in the last 10 years.  

 The table above is created from statistics from OECD[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  http://stats.oecd.org/index.aspx?DataSetCode=SHA 2/1-16] 











The numbers are taken from OECD.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://data.oecd.org/healthres/health-spending.htm 2/1-16] 

It is not only the percentage of health care expenditures to total expenditure that has increased, also the health spending per capita of the Swedish citizens that have increased which we can see clearly from the graph above. The budget for each person´s health care has increased from around 2300 US dollars per capita in 2004 to become quite stable at around 2700 US dollars per capita in the years 2008-2010. In 2011 there was a shift to a higher level of around 4000 US dollars per capita that was quite stabile for the last three until 2013. In Swedish crowns we can see that was the cost of health care per capita was 20,831 Swedish crowns per capita in 2007, compared to 21,954 per capita in 2012. The comparison is based on fixed prices and is adjusted for inflation. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  http://www.dn.se/valet-2014/kortare-koer-men-farre-vardplatser/ 2/1-16] 


In 2014 the expenditure on health care was about 62 billion Swedish crowns which is almost the same as the previous year. So the expenditure on health care hasn´t increased that much the last few years, so that is not the way the government tries get rid of the issue, by distributing a lot more money into the health care. Instead the government has been quite passive to solve this question through supplying a lot more money and not make any drastic changes in the budgeting to be able to fix the problem at hand.  

The government seems to think that putting more resources into this sector to get rid of the problem isn´t worth the amount you have to withdraw from another section. Instead they hope and think that the money problem might not be the biggest one instead it is how you use the resources you have. To make the health care more efficient with new laws that makes it easier and less time consuming might be the solution instead.

In 2009 the government instituted “kömiljarden” which can be directly translated in to “the queue billion” in an attempt to handle the problem with the long waiting time before getting any help. The system was that counties that are able to shorten the medical queues will be rewarded. The national board of health and welfare was later stated that there had been positive effects from this reward system and that the queues for medical treatment was shortened until 2011, but their numbers are questionable since the definitions of waiting time and the reporting from the counties have changed during this period of time. 
Since 2011 when the comparison can be done correctly we can see that there haven´t been much of a change and that the queue time to get medical treatment is at the same level as before. This system got a lot of criticism for different reasons for instance the seriously ill patients have to wait a long time until they get a new important appointment, while not always as important and new patients are with this system prioritized.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  http://www.dn.se/nyheter/sverige/vardkoerna-ett-lotteri-for-patienterna/ 2/1-16] 


In 2010 the government introduced a mandatory healthcare choice systems in health centers, which simply means that all patients have the opportunity to choose between different care providers and that all companies that meet certain requirements are entitled to sign an agreement with a county council and open a center.

The point of this new policy is to strengthen the patient’s position and increase the availability to health care. The number of health centers increased from 1024 in the year of 2006 to as many as 1172 health centers in 2012. So the availability to get help increased with almost 150 health centers. But the long waiting times is still a problem though despite the actions from the government.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  http://www.dn.se/valet-2014/kortare-koer-men-farre-vardplatser/ 6/1-16] 


The problem with the Swedish health care is still there even if the government has tried to change the trend through investment in reward systems or through stipulating new laws and policies. The trend seems to have stagnated though which is better than a continuance of the increasing waiting times. The budget proposition has not been accepted yet for 2016 but it will be interesting to see how it has changed from previous years.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  http://www.dn.se/valet-2014/kortare-koer-men-farre-vardplatser/ 6/1-16] 
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