Structure and Style

Here are a few notes on style and structure for your essay. 

Structure

1. In most cases, you are arguing for or against a statement that I have provided.  The introduction should make it clear what the topic is and what you will be arguing (the side of the statement you are supporting).  

2. Note that you do not need to agree or disagree with the statement fully, you can make a nuanced argument (i.e. that you partly agree or disagree or that there are certain qualifications to the statement that you think are important). So if the statement is: “It is always hot and humid and Bangkok.  Do you agree or disagree and why?”  You might respond by saying, “It is usually hot and humid in this city but for two months it gets cooler and is very pleasant.”

3. Do not write the statement at the beginning of the essay.  It should be incorporated in your introduction.  

4. The essay should have the standard structure of an introduction, a body (where your evidence and arguments are), a concluding paragraph or two, and a list of sources.  

Style

5. Provide a title.

6. Include the names of the authors.

7. Don’t write the statement/question at the front. Instead incorporate it in the introduction. 

8. Type it – not handwritten.  

9. Use adequate margins on top and bottom, left and right. Don’t cram the text into the page.

10. Use at least 11-point font. 

11. Use 1.5-line spacing.  
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