
72 6. Multiple Regression Analysis (Inference)

3. Some useful facts

4. Other ways to calculate the F-statistics:

Example: Suppose we are interested in understanding the determinant of a baseball
playerís salary.
salary = season salary
years = years in major leagues
gamesyr = games per year in the league
bavg = career batting average
hrunsyr = homeruns per year
rbisyr = runs batted in per year
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Multiple Regression Analysis with
Qualitative Information:

1 Outline

# Describing qualitative information

# Using a single dummy independent variable

# Using dummy variables for multiple categories

# Interactions involving dummy variables

# A binary dependent variable (Y variable): The linear probability model

2 Describing Qualitative Information

# "Female" and "Married" are qualitative variable.

# We arbitarily assign a dummy variable to decribe them.

famale =

"
1 if female
0 otherwise (or if male)

married =

"
1 if married
0 otherwise (of if single)
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3 Models with a single dummy independent variable

Consider

wage = &0 + Y0female+ &1educ+ u:

where

famale =

"
1 if female
0 otherwise (or if male)

In this case, the Y0 notation is used to highlight the interpretation of the parameters
multiplying dummy variables. In other cases, we can use any notation that is the most
convenient.
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4 It is not possible to include all of the dummy alternatives in the same
model

# If we include all alternatives of a dummy variable in the same model, we will face
the "perfect collinearity" problem.

For example:

1 = female+male

female = male+ 1

or

1 = winter + spring + summer + fall

winter = 1$ spring $ summer $ fall

# At least one alternative has to be dropped. We treat the dropped alternative as
the "BASE GROUP" or "BASELINE" or "BENCHMARK GROUP".
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5 Using dummy variables for multiple categories

Case 1 We can use many dummy variables in the same model
Consider a model which includes 2 dummy variablesñ female and married:

log(wage) = &0 + Y0female+ Y1married+ &1educ+ &2 exp er + &3 exp er
2

+&4tenure+ &5tenure
2 + u:
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Consider a model which includes dummy variables for each gender/marital status
combinationñ marrmale; marrfem and singfem:

log(wage) = &0 + Y0marrmale+ Y1marrfem+ Y3singfem+ &1educ+ &2exper

+&3exper
2 + &4tenure+ &5tenure

2 + u: (8.1)
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Case 2 We can use dummy variables to represent multiple categories of a variable
Consider the relationship between law school rankings and starting salaries

log(salary) = &0 + Y0top10 + Y1r11_25 + Y3r26_40 + Y4r41_60 + &1LSAT

+&2GPA+ &3 log(libvol) + &4 log(cost) + u:

where top10; r11_25; r26_40; r41_60 would be equal to 1 when the variable rank falls
into the appropriate range.
** Rank below 60 would be the base case.
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