
Structuring the paper: Issues matrix	

	
	Background
	Key Issues
	Government Policy
	Conclusion

	Issue #1
	· Mention in background how the issue links to the overall topic; 
· no need to explain in detail
	· Explain/elaborate the extent of the issue; also some causes, if any
	· Discuss what policy/policies are prepared/
· Indicate how the policy is implemented to address the issue
	· Summarize the key highlights of the issue
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Example 1: Improving Agricultural Productivity in Lao PDR
Basic story line : Agricultural productivity in Lao PDR is low, therefore its products are unable to compete in regional and global markets. To better compete, agriculture productivity needs to be improved. Several issues that constrain productivity, along with government policies, are discussed below. 
	
	Background
	Key Issues
	Government Policy
	Conclusion

	Issue #1: 
Poor farming methods
	· Farmers only know traditional farming methods

	· No access to farm inputs (good seeds, fertilizer) 
	· Implement government extension programs to transfer knowledge to farmers
	· Summarize the key highlights of the issue

	Issue #2: 
Low farmer’s income 

	· Farmers are poor, live on subsistence
	· Farmers are vulnerable to weather changes and price fluctuations
· Farmers cannot afford to buy quality farm inputs 
	· Provide access to credits
· Subsidize farm inputs 
· Cash-for work programs
· Social safety nets for farmers
	· Summarize the key highlights of the issue

	Issue #3:
Lack of infrastructure 

	· Poor quality and access to irrigation, rural roads and social facilities 
	· No investments in rural infrastructure
	· Infrastructure programs: new construction and upgrading
	· Summarize the key highlights of the issue

	Issue #4: Weak government capacity 
	· Lack of government assistance


	· Lack of human skills to help farmers: technical managerial and administrative
	· Training programs for government employees
	· Summarize the key highlights of the issue





Example 2: Impact of Improved Transport Connectivity on Intra-regional Trade  in Cambodia
Basic story line : Although Cambodia has much improved its transport system and increased the volume of goods along its networks, its impact on intra-regional trade (trade within the region) has been significant. There are still challenges that need to be overcome, namely conditions of secondary roads, road safety, lack of adequate budget for road maintenance and weak human resource capacity. Improving transport connectivity will increase intra-regional trade.
	
	Background
	Key Issues
	Government Policy
	Conclusion

	Issue #1: 
Poor secondary road conditions
	· Primary roads are in good condition. However secondary road conditions are poor

	· Poor road conditions cause increased travel costs and travel time 
	· Improve planning, budgeting particularly for secondary road systems 
	· Summarize the key highlights of the issue

	Issue #2: 
Road safety: relatively high fatality rates 

	· Road fatalities have been increasing, resulting in costs to government and society.
	· Lack of regulations and enforcement of road safety 
	· Prepare guidelines for road safety
· Conduct road safety  awareness programs
	· Summarize the key highlights of the issue

	Issue #3:
Lack of maintenance budget  

	· Poor quality and access to irrigation, rural roads and social facilities 
	· Insufficient budget allocation for road maintenance
· No other source of revenues
	· Introduce road maintenance fee
· Apply surcharge from gasolines
· Increase vehicle taxes
	· Summarize the key highlights of the issue

	Issue #4: Weak human resource capacity 
	· Lack of government actions road planning, maintenance, and safety 
	· Lack of technical managerial and administrative skills at the national and provincial levels
	· Training programs for staff of public works and transportation departments
	· Summarize the key highlights of the issue









