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EE 459 Research Proposal
The Analysis of Thailand’s Rice Industry: Impediments to Success at an International Level
I. Executive Summary
               The paper begins with an introduction which introduces the reader to the topic of research, “the impediments that may prevent Thailand’s rice industry from succeeding at an international level”. The introduction will be followed by the purpose of study and the research objective.
               The second section focuses on the methodology, which explains how the research is conducted, the types of information and data used, how the information and data is collected, how the information and data is presented, assessed, and analyzed. 
               The third section is the overview of Thailand’s rice industry, which gives the reader a brief overall understanding of the industry. It emphasizes on rice production, the history of rice farming, the importance of rice to the economy, productivity of rice producers, export of rice, and competitors in rice exporting, and so on.
               The forth section analyzes major obstacles that could hold back Thailand’s rice industry from excelling at an international level. These obstacles include technical problems, policies of Thai government, and threats from competition. Technical problems focus on costs of production, productivity, and irrigation system while government policies encompass R&D funds and the rice mortgage scheme. Lastly, competition examines threats from a major competitor, Vietnam. The next section is the conclusion.
II. Problem Statement 
               It cannot be denied that rice is indeed one of the most important products of Thailand. The country produced over 20,262,000 tons of milled rice in 2011, making it the sixth largest rice producer in the world. In terms of trade, Thailand is the top exporter of rice. In 2011, it exported approximately 10,500,000 tons of rice, which accounted for 30.19 per cent of the world total, to various countries around the world. 
               Because of its importance to the Thai economy, the prospect and performance of the rice industry should deserve our utmost attention. The trend of trade liberalization and the commencement of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) in 2015 have led many scholars and the public to question whether or not Thai rice would be able to compete and succeed internationally. There are, of course, many researches about the position and the competitiveness of Thai rice. However, there is not one that exclusively examines the impediments which may prevent Thailand’s rice industry from succeeding on an international stage. As a result, I have decided to dedicate my research to answer the following question: “What are the major obstacles that may prevent Thailand’s rice industry from excelling internationally?”  The research is believed to be feasible as there is substantial data on the issue. 
III. Importance of Study 
               The analysis of the obstacles faced by the rice industry is of important value since the industry is a critical and integral part of the Thai economy. Such analysis is believed to be important and beneficial to Thailand’s rice industry because it helps identify existing problems and obstacles faced by the industry and could be used as a reference or guideline for long-term planning of the industry. The benefits to the rice industry will ultimately have a positive effect on the overall economy. 
IV. Research Objectives
             The objective of the research is to identify and analyze the major obstacles that may restraint Thailand’s rice industry from succeeding at an international level.   
V. Literature Review
               There are various literatures about Thai rice. The University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce released “The Competitive of Thai Rice in the ASEAN Market” (2009), which focuses on the competitiveness of Thai rice relative to Vietnam’s. It draws the conclusion that there is a variety of factors that would allow Vietnamese rice to overtake Thai rice in terms of quantity and quality in the near future and that the competition between Thai and Vietnamese rice will be heightened with the beginning of the AEC. The Thai Chamber of Commerce and Board of Trade of Thailand also released a paper, “ASEAN Rice” (2010), which examines the statistics of rice production, consumption, and export in ASEAN. The paper finds that, within ASEAN, Indonesia is the biggest producer of rice while Cambodia is the biggest consumer. It also reveals that Vietnam has the highest productivity in rice production and the biggest share of rice export in ASEAN. Pisanwanich also wrote a paper on the issue. In his “The Effects of AEC on Thai Rice” (2011), a conclusion can be drawn that the AEC would lead to an increase in Thailand’s GDP and household income.
VI. Research Design and Methodology
1. Research Design
               The paper is intended to be a qualitative research which involves qualitative assessment and analysis of quantitative data. 
2. Methodology
               In order to identify the major impediments to the international success of Thailand’s rice industry, information has to be collected. The research will rely on secondary data. Such approach is believed to be reasonable because first hand rice data collection will be excessively time-consuming and impractical given the time and resource constraint. Data sources range from academic papers, newspaper articles, conference papers, theses, the internet, and so on. Quantitative data and statistics will be presented using graphical illustrations, such as bar, pie, and line graph. Ultimately, all the data will be examined, analyzed, and assessed to produce the final analysis of the issue. 
VII. Data Analysis
Important data sets that will be analyzed include:
1. Export price of Thai rice (white rice 5%)
2. Export quantity of Thai rice (white rice 5%)
3. Yield per hectare of Thai rice 
4. Yield per hectare of Vietnamese rice

· Export price data is obtained from Thai Rice Exporters Association. The data is time-series and is from 1998 to 2011. 
· Export quantity data is obtained from Thai Rice Exporters Association. The data is time-series and is from 1998 to 2011.
· Yield per hectare of Thai rice data is obtained from United States Department of Agriculture. The data is time-series and is from 1960 to 2011.
·  Yield per hectare of Vietnamese rice data is obtained from United States Department of Agriculture. The data is time-series and is from 1960 to 2011.
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