5504640334

Jenjira Jirawitchaya

Damien Hirst

Word Count: 1,022 words
Looking around the world, art is everywhere. Art is the expression of human creativity conveying beauty. It is not something given to us by god, but something we have to create ourselves. The image of art can reflect the human mind. It reflects emotion, ideas, and feeling of an artist. The purpose of every artist is to build an eternal impression on their audience. They do not make their art to remain unknown and end up as nothing. They want their art to be noticed and last forever. Art has a very long history, from past to present, its definition has changed over time. In the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, art has become much more than the perception we perceive it as. There have been several artworks produced in different ways during this time. Some of them are beautiful and attractive; conversely some of them are weird and unbelievable to claim as art. This is because they are not artificial, they are not beautiful, and they came from immoral acts. Damien Hirst's work is not art.

Damien Hirst’s early life was not very pleasant compared to his life now. His father left the family when he was just 12. He spent his school days the same as any normal students who was interested in art at Jacob Kramer School of art. The turning point of his life was when he moved to London and continued his passion at Goldsmiths College in 1984. This time he created his art by using his own feeling and his own ideas. Due to his talent, style, and uniqueness, he became the most popular young British artist in contemporary art.

Death is his key concept. He uses dead animals such as sheep, cows, sharks and many more to manifest the audience about the relationship between life and death, allowing them to understand the concept of the life cycle and the facts of human life. Throughout his life time, his work has been widely appreciated from many fields especially millionaires who are very infatuated with this kind of art.

Up to 2010, he earned 215 million Euros from his work; this has led him to become the richest artist alive today
. Up until recently, it seems like he has gone far beyond the point of reasoning and no one can drag him back down to reality. He still “plays” with death and gains colossal amounts of money. As a result, the definition of ‘art’ will never be the same as when it first appeared.

The word ‘art’ was originated from the Latin language ‘ars’ which means everything that was manufactured by men using their own skills and techniques including the connotation of beauty.
 Thus, according to this theory, we can comprehend that art is not something which already exists. We have to prepare and use our skills and our imaginations to create and show beauty.

The Physical Impossibility of Death in the Mind of Someone Living is one of Hirst’s famous work. A Tiger shark has been used and preserved in the glass case full of formaldehyde. The concept of this work is all about the fact of human life. Everybody has to die and no one can escape from the death.
 The point is the thing he claimed as art is not art due to the two main reasons above.

The first one is he did not prepare and use his own idea to make it. He just took a shark which was already created by nature and put it in a tank. The second one is his work did not express beauty, beauty in terms of its value. The shark was already magnificent in itself, the movement of it, and the shape of it. Kill it and stuff it, it is no longer beautiful. Coming to this stage, you cannot imagine Damien Hirst’s work deteriorating any more nevertheless; A Thousand Years will prove you wrong.

A Thousand Years is also another piece of his work that shocks the world. Here, a bi-parted glass container has been used. The first part has the rotting cow’s head lying in its blood abundantly with repellent flies and has the Insect-O-Cu tor setting above the severed head. Hist’s objective is to explain the cycle of human life to the viewers. In his idea, flies are like people; take your first step, grow up, feed, breed, and finally die.
 However, this work is not very pleasing to the eye. Not only does it lack in beauty but it also lacks in morality. Plenty of flies have come and gone and many cow’s heads have been changed to keep the work thoroughly fresh. This only displays a bit of his work by using animals with no reasons. There are other examples of this. There are the dead butterflies landing randomly on the floor in his exhibition room, which have to be replaced with new ones every day. There are the other animals that he uses to demonstrate his work for instance birds, pigs, zebras, bulls, to name only four. How does all this reflect on society today?

It shows the distance between us, human and our friends, animals become larger and larger. It is right that god gave animals to us become our food, but it is wrong that we use them to satisfy our artistic eye. We have to use them as sparingly as we can to protect the food chain. Today, animals have been used in many parts of our society. They have been used for our food, clothing, pets, and also experiments. All these things are acceptable but not for art, not for killing animals without a real reason, and not to use them to satisfy personal or selfish desire.
For all the reasons listed above, we have to insist that Damien Hirst’s work is not art. Let’s change our mind and look deeper into the eyes of those poor animals and realizing that those living creatures have feeling, heart and soul the same as us. The world is in our hand. Let’s cut the distance between humans and animals. Let’s make the world better place to live. 
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