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ARTICLE REVIEW

Article			: [Title of article, date published and source]
Name/ID Number	: [Your Name, ID number]

Background
· Explain what the topic is about (example: urban development in Lao PDR: (example: cities in Lao PDR are growing rapidly with increased foreign aid, development of hydropower projects and rural-urban migration.
· Why is the topic important? (Example: Since Lao PDR is a landlocked country, development of urban areas is important because they serve as markets for the surrounding rural areas and play important role as links to the outside world. Therefore Lao PDR cities will need to be competitive, liveable,  and sustain their economic growth. 

Key Issues Discussed
· What are the key issues/ideas discussed? (Example: Provision of physical infrastructure such as roads, water supply, and electricity is lagging behind. Furthermore the human and institutional capacity to manage cities is lagging. There is a need for more investments in physical infrastructure and human capacity development. 
· What are proposed suggestions to address the issues: (Example: Government has therefore to embark on policies to attract foreign investment and prioritize training for city officials, while at the same time pursue a more balanced rural and urban development strategy).
· What did the article conclude? (Example: Urban areas play an important role in lao PDR’s economic development. Government will need to focus its efforts to attract  foreign investments, pursue a national strategi in balancing rural and urban growth)

Merits and Shortcomings of the Article
· What were the strengths of the article? [was the article relevant? was it timely? were the facts correct? did the article present options? Were the issues/challenges spelled out well? was the link between the issues and proposed actions clear? was the methodology/approach appropriate? did the conclusion flow from the main text?
· What were the weaknesses? 
How the Article Relates to the Course
· Explain what you have learned from the course [in this case discuss what the main issues in urban development are, particularly as it applies to lao PDR]
· Indicate the usefulness of the article in enhancing your understanding of the issue [in this case whether it reinforced/complemented  your knowledge of the issue/country or whether it was contradictory to what you have learned]
· Indicate what you have learned from the article [was it useful, if yes, how?]
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