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What is 
Academic 
Writing?

Planned and focused: answers the 
question and demonstrates an 
understanding of the subject

Structured: is coherent, written in a 
logical order, and brings together 
related points and material.

Evidenced: demonstrates knowledge 
of the subject area, supports opinions 
and arguments with edividence, and 
is referenced accurately.

Formal in tone and style: uses 
appropriate language and tenses, 
and is clear, concise and balanced

Reference: www.sydney.edu.au/



Types of Academic Writing

Descriptive: to 
provide fact or 
information, eg: a 
summary of an 
article or a report 
of the results of 
an experiment.

Keyword: define, 
identify, report, 
summarise

Analytical: 
descriptive 
writing + re-
organise the facts 
and information 
you describe into 
categories, 
groups, types, or 
relationship, eg: 
how each theory 
can be used in 
practice

Keyword: analyse, 
compare, contrast, 
relate, examine

Persuasive: 
analytical writing 
+ argument, 
recommendation, 
interpretatin of 
findings or 
evaluation of the 
work of others

Keyword: argue, 
evaluate, discuss

Critical: 
persuasive writing 
+ at least two 
points of view, 
including your 
own, eg: a 
critique of a 
journal article, or 
literature review 
that identifies the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
existing research.

Keyword: evaluate, 
debate, critique



Let’s Practice: Describe ….

• Choose one word from the list below. (150 words max)

Ø Opportunity cost

Ø Scarcity

Ø Market mechanism

Ø Economic growth

Ø Unemployment 

Ø Inflation

Ø Externalities

You have 20 minutes to complete.



Structure of Academic Writing

• Introduction
Ø Introduce a general overview of the topic and the purpose of the paper.

Ø Explain as to why it is so important

Ø Explan the organisation of the essay or paper

• Body
Ø Present main ideas, 

Ø Elaborate directly on the topic by giving definitions, classifications, 
explanations, contrasts, examples and evidence

• Conclusion

Ø Briefly summarise the main scope or structure of the paper

Ø Confirm the topic that was given in the introduction

Ø End with a more general statement about how the topic relates to its 
context, including implications for future research or recommendation about 
the theory or practice.



A Research Paper

Source: writingguide.se





Agglomeration economies capture the benefits of the co-localisation of firms. These 
benefits are commonly analysed in terms of externalities, such as knowledge spillovers
affecting productivity in nearby firms. This implies that the characteristics of the local 
economic environment provide determinants for the productivity of individual firms. In 
the literature on this subject four main sources of spillover effects can be identified. 
Jacobs (1969) argues that among geographically close firms diversity drives innovation 
and growth, which is part of urbanisation economies.   A second view, referred to as 
Marshall–Arrow–Romer (MAR) externalities by Glaeser et al. (1992), is that 
specialisation in only one industry promotes growth, which is part of localisation 
economies. Third, Porter (1998) maintains that the most important aspect for firms to 
innovate and become more productive is competition. The last source of externalities 
concerns the labour market, whose importance was acknowledged already by Marshall 
(1890). Labour market matching gives rise to knowledge spillovers since labour mobility 
plays an important role in knowledge diffusion (Ma s k e l l and Malmberg, 1999; Power 
and Lundmark, 2004). 

Source: Sofia Wixe (2015) The Impact of Spatial Externalities: Skills, Education and 
Plant Productivity, Regional Studies, 49:12, 2053-2069 

An Introduction



How to 
plan an 
essay

https://learn1.open.ac.uk/mod/oublog/viewpost.php?post=148105



Task I

• Write a reflective report on what you have learned and practiced 
during today session.  Also give three Do’s and Don’ts in academic 
writing. (max 300 words)

• Due date: Friday 14 January 2022 by 4pm.


