The Screenplay – One thousand and one nights

FADE IN: Introduction to 1001 Arabian nights.
SETTING: In Library – Bookshelf 
TECHNQUE USED: Hyper lapse showing actors from tables to tables and from shelves to shelves and stop right at the position. 
EQUIPMENT/PROP: Map, Books, Jataka tales.
SPEECHES
Actor 1: The Arabian nights, also known as One Thousand and One nights, is a novel that complied many West and South - Asian stories and folk tales - together. Even though the Arabian nights is very famous, there are many misconceptions about the novel. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Wikipedia contributor. “One thousand and one nights” Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 11 March 2015 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Thousand_and_One_Nights  ] 

Actor 2: The first and the biggest misunderstanding about the novel is its origin. Let us find out what people think about Arabian nights origin? 

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS (10 seconds)
Where do you think the Arabian nights novel is originated?

Actor 3: The 1001 nights has several origins from different cultures. The stories within the novels were not all originated from Arab, they actually can be traced back to Europe, North Africa, Middle East and even as far as India and Java[footnoteRef:2]. The frame story of the 1001 nights, shared many similarities with the Jataka tales, the collection of 547 Buddhist stories, in term of flow of the stories and the values learn from the stories. There are some evidences that point its origin back to Sanskrit tales whose original manuscripts existed but in Thai, Old Javanese, Laos and Tamil versions.  [2:  "Muslim Journeys | Item #157: Timeline of Publication History: The Arabian Nights", March 26, 2015 http://bridgingcultures.neh.gov/muslimjourneys/items/show/157. 
Richard E Grant “Unravels the Origins of the Arabian nights” 21 April, 2011 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-13086639  
] 

Actor 1: One of the stories called the seven voyages of Sinbad the Sailor is very similar to the Greek’s Epic Poem, “ the Odyssey”, in many ways. Both of the tales involve the main characters wandered in the sea, met great obstacles and hardships and able to escaped from those situation using their wits. In addition, some of the dangerous situations faced by both characters are also shockingly similar. For instance, the Cannibalistic monster that Sinbad met in his Third voyage is very much resembling of Polythemus of the Odyssey. Both Sinbad and Odysseus used some large sticks to damage the monsters’ eye and was able to escaped.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Kallie Szczepanski Asian History Expert “Was Sinbad the Sailor Real?” http://asianhistory.about.com/od/Asian_History_Books_and_Films/fl/Was-Sinbad-the-Sailor-Real.htm 
Gundersen, Kathryn. Cedars, S.R. ed. "The Arabian Nights: One Thousand and One Nights three apple". GradeSaver, 9 June 2014 Web. 15 March 2015. http://www.gradesaver.com/the-arabian-nights-one-thousand-and-one-nights/study-guide/summary-the-seven-voyages-of-sinbad-the-sailor-voyages-3-and-4 ] 


Actor 2: Despite of all the diversification of its origins, the deepest roots of the Arabian nights lies in the Oral traditional storytelling. This root makes perfect sense when we consider about the Ancient Silk Route[footnoteRef:4]. The Silk Route connected the ancient western and eastern world through trades. The main traders were Chinese, Persian, Greeks, Romans, Indian, Java and Arab. Silk route did not only encourage the flows of goods from east to west but it also encouraged the cultural interaction between the east and the west. As you can see, most of the possible origins of 1001 nights were included in the Silk Roads. During that period of time, when books and other mass media were not readily available, people shared their knowledge and cultures through storytelling. These cultures eventually shaped the stories in 1001 nights novel.  [4:  Wikipedia contributor. “One thousand and one nights” Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 23 March 2015 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk_Road 
Muslim Journeys | Item #157: Timeline of Publication History: The Arabian Nights", March 26, 2015 http://bridgingcultures.neh.gov/muslimjourneys/items/show/157. 
Richard E Grant “Unravels the Origins of the Arabian nights” 21 April, 2011 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-13086639  
Dr. Russell Jones “TU 110 The Iliad and the Odyssey” lecture notes.
] 





FADE IN: Frame story (Introduction to the power of storytelling)
SETTING: COFFEE SHOP – Afternoon
TECHNIQUE USED: Establish shot: Take the surrounding of the coffee shop from different angles. Camera lies flat on the table focusing on the book/spectacles with blurred background. Camera follows the books/spectacles movement up and shift the focus points to the actors.
EQUIPMENT/PROPs: Books/Spectacles.
SPEECHES:
Actor 1: This novel emphasizes a lot on the power of storytelling and how important was storytelling not only that the Oral tradition of storytelling originated the Arabian nights but the power of storytelling is also mentioned significantly in the novel. 

Actor 2: In the novel, the sultan Shahrayar was betrayed by his wife. He sentenced his queen to death and vowed to himself that he will marry a different maiden every night and kill her in the following morning to prevent his wives from betraying him. These goes on for a while until Scheherazade decided to stop the sultan by marrying him. She told the sultan different stories every night and when the stories reaches its climax, she would paused her stories and only told the sultan the next morning. Curiosity gets better of sultan. If he kills her, he would never know the rest of the story so he kept her alive. This continues for 1001 nights until the sultan turn over a new leaf. [footnoteRef:5]  This shows us that the stories told by Scheherazade was powerful because they can keep the sultan engaged and at the same time change him for the better.”[footnoteRef:6]  [5:  Wikipedia contributor. “One thousand and one nights” Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 11 March 2015 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Thousand_and_One_Nights 
]  [6:  Gundersen, Kathryn. Cedars, S.R. ed. "The Arabian Nights: One Thousand and One Nights Themes". GradeSaver, 9 June 2014 Web. 15 March 2015.
 http://www.gradesaver.com/the-arabian-nights-one-thousand-and-one-nights/study-guide/themes 
About.Com contributor “One thousand and one nights” About.com Classic literature http://classiclit.about.com/library/bl-etexts/arabian/bl-arabian-conclusion.htm 
] 

CUT TO: What makes powerful stories?
SETTING: Classroom with White Board
TECHNIQUE USED: Blurred background and slowly come to focus
EQUIPMENT/PROP: White board markers
SPEECHES: 
ACTOR 1: “The powerful stories often contain these 5 elements. Firstly, Powerful stories resonate within us or we should be able to relate to the stories. Secondly, show the good and bad or filled with moral lessons. 

ACTOR 2: Thirdly, lead to the greater cause or to have a greater purpose than satisfying one’s self interest. Fourthly, leaves room for interpretation or the story did not explain everything. Lastly, it teaches us but in the different way or it does not teach the lessons directly but to inspire the listener to do goods[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  Michael Hyatt. Your visual mentor, Win at work, succeed at life “5 element of powerful stories” http://michaelhyatt.com/5-elements-of-powerful-stories.html ] 


ACTOR 3: But most important of all it should captivate the listener and teaches them something. Just like how Scheherazade’s stories were able to kept the sultan engaged for 1001 nights before he turned over the a leaf[footnoteRef:8].  [8:  Daniel “4 Elements that defines every powerful stories” 27 May 2014 https://contentequalsmoney.com/4-elements-that-define-every-powerful-story/ ] 


ACTOR 4: “Aladdin’s lamp, Alibaba and the forty thieves, The three apples, The seven voyages of Sinbad the sailor, The fisherman and the Jinni, The vizier and the sage Duban and The three princes and princess Nouronihar are some of the more famous stories of 1001 nights. Let’s us see Let us explore on each of these famous stories on why are they engaging, what moral lessons did the sultan learn and how can we apply this moral values we learnt from the stories into our daily lives.

FADE IN: First story “Aladdin’s Lamp
SETTING: A room with table and lights.
TECHNIQUE USED: Draw to illustrate the point. 
EQUIPMENT/PROP: Papers, Black marker. 
SPEECHES:
ACTOR 1: Once upon a time, Aladdin was betrayed by a magician who trapped him inside the cave. By a stroke of luck, he managed to escape and retrieve a wonderful lamp and ring. The lamp and ring contain Jinn. Jinn will grant any wish that its owner requests from them. The lamp’s Jin is more powerful than that of the ring. One day the magician came and stole the lamp from him. Aladdin and princess was clam and did not rush to get the lamp back immediately. Instead, they thought the situation through carefully and derived a plan. They lured and drunk him before retrieving the lamp[footnoteRef:9].  [9:  Gundersen, Kathryn. Cedars, S.R. ed. "The Arabian Nights: One Thousand and One Nights Aladdin Lamp". GradeSaver, 9 June 2014 Web. 15 March 2015.http://www.gradesaver.com/the-arabian-nights-one-thousand-and-one-nights/study-guide/summary-aladdins-lamp 
Page by Page book contributor “Aladdin and the wonderful lamp” Page by Page book, read books online for free http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/Unknown/Aladdin_and_the_Wonderful_Lamp/Aladdin_and_the_Wonderful_Lamp_p5.html
] 


ACTOR 2: If Aladdin were to rush in and tried to retrieve the lamp without any proper plan. He would be killed by the magician since the magician has more powerful Jinn with him. Thus, this story tells us that we should think carefully when we meet difficult situations and we will find a way out. If we don’t, that problem will escalate to a much bigger problem. 








FADE IN: The three apples
SETTING: Wachila Benjathat Park/TU library – Late afternoon
TECHNIQUE USED: Pan the camera around the park and to the actor, followed by Point of view of the actor switch with facial shot as the actor walking through the park.
EQUIPMENT/PROP: Computer.
SPEECHES:
ACTOR 1: It is a story named “Three apples from 1001 nights.” Once upon a time, there was a wife who fell ill and she asked her husband for a very rare apples. The man managed to find only three apples. His wife was ill and could not eat the apples so she kept it. One fine day, he found a slave holding on to an apple similar to those three apples. The slave told him that the man’s wife gave him. The slave lied to stir up trouble. He went home and found that one apple was really missing and decided to kill his wife for betraying him only to find out later that the apple that the slave had was given to the slave by his son[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  About.Com contributor “One thousand and one nights” About.com Classic literature http://classiclit.about.com/library/bl-etexts/arabian/bl-arabian-3apples.htm 
Gundersen, Kathryn. Cedars, S.R. ed. "The Arabian Nights: One Thousand and One Nights three apple". GradeSaver, 9 June 2014 Web. 15 March 2015.
http://www.gradesaver.com/the-arabian-nights-one-thousand-and-one-nights/study-guide/summary-the-three-apples 
] 


ACTOR 2: This is what happens to those who judge too quickly, they will regret their actions. 






ACTOR 3: A super stars named “Film Rattapoom.” 
[image: ]




He was accused that he made his ex-girlfriend pregnant. But he did not accept it. As a result, everybody began to hate him, which affected his career and reputation. For many years, he had to accept this indictment even when it is not true at all. Finally last month, his ex-girlfriend told everyone through her social media that Film was not the father. This is what happens when we judge someone too quickly. We might not only regret our action but we might even ruin someone’s life[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  Thairath Online 'ฟิล์ม' ทำช็อก!! ข่าวปูดทำสาวท้อง 'สาว อ.' คลอดแล้วลูกชายวัย3เดือน” 16 July 2010 http://www.thairath.co.th/content/111562 ] 














FADE IN: The three princes and princess Nouronnihar 
SETTING: In TU library study room – in the afternoon.
TECHNIQUE USED: Camera lies flat on the table focusing on the 3 thick sheets/books with blurred chair as a background. Actor walks in and picks the books up. Camera follows the movement of the books up and shifts the focus point to the actors. 
EQUIPMENT/PROP: Three books; English book, Calculus Book, Economic book.
SPEECHES:
ACTOR 1: There are three princes who are tasked to find the greatest treasure. Three of them were having a competition. The winner will get to marry pricess Nouronnihar. One of the princes got back a carpet that can take its owner anywhere, the other got back the ivory tube that could see the future and the last got back the apple that can cure any diseases with just one smell. During the competition to see which treasure is the most valuable piece, the prince with the ivory tube sees that the princess is in coma. 
ACTOR 2: They then rush to where the princess is using the magical carpet and cure the princess using the smell of wonderful apple. Everyone thought that the winner would be the prince with the apple since it cures the disease. However, the king decides that every treasure is as important as the others in saving the princess[footnoteRef:12].  [12:  Gundersen, Kathryn. Cedars, S.R. ed. "The Arabian Nights: One Thousand and One Nights The three princes and princess Nouronnihor ". GradeSaver, 9 June 2014 Web. 15 March 2015 http://www.gradesaver.com/the-arabian-nights-one-thousand-and-one-nights/study-guide/summary-the-three-princes-and-the-princess-nouronnihar 
Sacred-text contributor “The three princes and princess Nouronihor” http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/lfb/bl/blfb35.htm] 

ACTOR 3: This teaches us that everything and everyone has its own value and importance.





INTERVIEW: Economic students on which subject is the most important between Calculus, English and Economic itself?
ACTOR 1: Respond according to the answer received. Even though Economic subject seems to be the most important for the economic students but actually Calculus, English and Economic are all instruments for being a successful economist. In economic, we use English language skills to read and digest the problem given to us, we then use economic theory to explain it and eventually we will then use calculus to explain and proof the theory true[footnoteRef:13].  [13:   Shane Hall, Demand Media “How is calculus used in Economic?” http://classroom.synonym.com/calculus-used-economics-2776.html 
] 

ACTOR 2: Just like in the case of The three princes and princess Nouronnihar, it shows us that everything and everyone has its own value and importance.
















FADE IN: The Seven voyages of the Sinbad the sailor
SETTING: CHAOPAYA RIVER – Late afternoon
TECHNIQUE USED: Time Lapse to when actor arrives
SPEECHES: 
ACTOR 1: Sinbad is a very wealthy guy in Gaghdad. However, he had to endure seven difficult voyages to get to where he is today. He was left alone in the sea during his first voyage, meet the roc, the giant bird, and the huge snakes that could swallow elephant on his second voyage, meet the Carnibal giant who ate his crew on his third voyage, meet the naked savages who poisoned them on the forth, meet the old man of the sea who strangled him on the fifth, left starving on the sixth and buried alive on the seven.
ACTOR 2: This shows us that nothing worth ever comes easy and the hard work paid off.
ACTOR 3: Micheal Jordan, the famous NBA’s player, who was named the best of all time once said I've missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I've lost almost 300 games. 26 times, I've been trusted to take the game winning shot and missed. I've failed over and over and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed[footnoteRef:14]”  [14:  Brainyquote contributor. “Micheal Jordan Quote” http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/michaeljor127660.html ] 

ACTOR 1: He was rejected by his high school team but instead of giving up, he practiced even harder and finally succeeded as the NBA’s hall of famer[footnoteRef:15]. This shows us that behind every successful person there lies a hardship just like Sinbad the sailor. [15:  World biography “Micheal Jordan Biography” http://www.notablebiographies.com/Jo-Ki/Jordan-Michael.html Gundersen, Kathryn. Cedars, S.R. ed. "The Arabian Nights: One Thousand and One Nights three apple". GradeSaver, 9 June 2014 Web. 15 March 2015.
http://www.gradesaver.com/the-arabian-nights-one-thousand-and-one-nights/study-guide/summary-the-seven-voyages-of-sinbad-the-sailor-voyages-1-and-2 
Sacred-text contributor “The seven voyages of Sinbad the sailor” http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/lang1k1/tale15.htm  
 ] 





FADE IN: Alibaba and the forty thieves
SETTING: Outside the Economic class room – Morning
TECHNIQUE USED: Pan cam to the actor.
SPEECHES
ACTOR 1: Have you ever wondered why do we learn Mathematic when we hardly use any of that in our daily lives except when our profession requires it. Many of us do not use πr^2 to measure the area but why the Ministry of Education make it compulsory for every student to learn it? It is not about the mathematic theory that MOE want us to acquire but rather MOE want us to obtain the problem solving skills such as simplification; to start from simple thing in order to solve the much bigger problem. The same technique Morgiana use to escape death and help Alibaba to escape death. 
ACTOR 2: it is a story of Alibaba and the forty thieves of 1001 nights novel. Alibaba got rich by stealing the treasure that the 40 thieves collected. The 40 thieves planned to get their treasure back and kill Alibaba. Morgiana never fail to destroy the thieves’ plan using her wisdom. She was able to destroy the plan because she knows the thieves plan and able to use her wisdom to counter the thieves’ plan. Alibaba could escape death again and again because of Morgiana’s wisdom[footnoteRef:16]. Without Morgiana’s wisdom, Alibaba would surely be dead. [16:  Gundersen, Kathryn. Cedars, S.R. ed. "The Arabian Nights: One Thousand and One Nights Alibaba and the forty thieves". GradeSaver, 9 June 2014 Web. 15 March 2015 http://www.gradesaver.com/the-arabian-nights-one-thousand-and-one-nights/study-guide/summary-ali-baba-and-the-forty-thieves 
D.L. Ashliman 2009-2013 ‘Alibaba and the forty thieves’ http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/alibaba.html 
] 

ACTOR 3:  Morgiana uses small little thing to confuse the thieves such as make Alibaba house’s identical to his neighbor to confuse the thieves in order to escape death. Thus, by start solving from smaller things we can eventually solve the much bigger problem. The MOE wants to teach us this skill by making us solve the very complicated mathematics’ problem using the simplification approach. 


FADE IN: Conclusion
SETTING: Library
TECHNIQUE USED: Directly cut to the scene and show the relevant examples at the end and end off
EQUIPMENT /PROPs: -
SPEECHES
ACTOR 1: There is a quote at the end of the story saying “he admired whatso he had read therein of description and discourse and rare traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences” This is another evidence that these stories are powerful.”  And the strongest evidence is that the sultan are willing to listen to it nights after nights and even have a change of heart at the end of the stories[footnoteRef:17]. This novel emphasize a lot on the important of the storytelling that it can change the person who listens to it.  [17:  About.Com contributor “One thousand and one nights” About.com Classic literature http://classiclit.about.com/library/bl-etexts/arabian/bl-arabian-conclusion.htm ] 


INTERVIEW: Primary school teachers
How do you teach the students?
INTERVIEW: Lecturer 
Do you think that by just teaching the theory without telling story would be enough to teach?

ACTOR 2:  From the time when stories were first collected into the 1001 nights novel until today, the technique of storytelling has always been employed. 

EVERYONE: Thank you.



[bookmark: _GoBack]
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