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[bookmark: _GoBack]Art can be like a mirror representing culture of nation. In Japan, after its defeat in WW II, the vast majority of people faced traumatic experiences and went to a number of social culture and economic changes. Consequently, traditional Japanese art during that period was significantly transformed into popular culture which reflected the changes in Japanese society. Art works has become to be more accessible, easy to understand. New style of art has emerged such as animation and Japanese comics. So the Japanese society has become much more flat. Today art and design have become an important part of Japanese pop culture. One of the most influential artists in Japanese modern art today is Takashi Murakami, the founder and president of Kaikai kiki Co., Ltd.[footnoteRef:1] He is the only visual artist to feature on the list of Time magazine’s 100 Most Influential People list for 2008,[footnoteRef:2] Murakami’s vision and enthusiasm has considerably contributed to the transformation in the world of art. [1: "What Is Kaikai Kiki? Kaikai Kiki Co., Ltd." A Message:Laying the Foundation for a Japanese Art. 
3 Sept. 2012. <http://english.kaikaikiki.co.jp/whatskaikaikiki/message/>]  [2: Jacobs Marc. "The 2008 TIME 100." Time. 3 Sept. 2012. <http://www.time.com/time/specials/2007/article/0,28804,1733748_1733752_1735733,00.html>] 

Murakami’s Superflat theory has challenged many traditional art concepts .Art used to be accessible for only particular group of people such as noble and educated people. For ordinary people, they were unlikely to have the opportunity to expose themselves to art. However, for Murakami there is no boundary between traditional Japanese art and modern art such as animation or between high and low art. In other words, ‘Superflat’ is the combination of traditional and modern art which are blended with both eastern and western cultures.[footnoteRef:3]  [3: "Welcome to TakashiMurakami.com." Biography :: Takashi Murakami, One of the Most Thoughtful-and Thought-provoking-Japanese Artists of the 1990s. 11 Sept. 2012. <http://www.takashimurakami.com/biography.php>] 

It is undeniable that Superflat theory is widely acknowledged by not only the art scholars but also ordinary people. This success is a consequence of Murakami’s determination. Born and raised in Tokyo, in his childhood, he always wanted to work as an animator in the future. However, after he discovered that the field of Japanese art studies was so insular that he could not express his idea and be creative as much as he wanted. Therefore, he moved to work in New York for 1 year and established a small studio there.[footnoteRef:4] Inspired by western contemporary artists, he was determined to create new style of art that combine eastern and western art together. Eventually, he came up with Superflat theory. He started to expose his idea to the world by creating cute anime characters with bright colors on traditional Japanese flat picture planes but highly glossy surface. Moreover, he created life-size sculptures of anime figurines and one of his most controversial but well-known sculptures is ‘My Lonesome Cowboy’, the sculpture of masturbating boy which was surprisingly sold for $15 million.[footnoteRef:5] [4: Wikipedia contributors. "Takashi Murakami." Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation. 3 Sept. 2012. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Takashi_Murakami>]  [5:  "Murakami’s “my lonesome cowboy” = $15 million." Shape Colour. 3 Sept. 2012. 
<http://shape-and-colour.com/2008/05/16/murakamis-my-lonesome-cowboy-15-million/>.] 

The main reason for widespread influence of Superflat theory is the audience’s accessibility to the artwork. Murakami’s is able to reach the wider audience because he utilizes mass media as a new channel for communicating his idea. He collaborated with entertainment media and fashion industry including Louis Vuitton,[footnoteRef:6] one of most remarkable leading fashion brands. The first collection of bags that he designed with Marc Jacob for Louis Vuitton gained unparalleled popularity. His designs incorporating colors and youthfulness dramatically revamped the brand image and successfully reached the younger target market. Then he continued to integrate his Superflat idea into Louis Vuitton products. His design on handbags, wallets, and other product in contemporary Japanese style such as cherry blossom collection, Murakami panda collection and the most recent, cosmic blossom collection. His reputation and Superflatness is also widespread throughout the world by the brand advertisement. For example, Louis Vuitton’s short video "Superflat First Love", one of top 10 Fashion Video Ad Campaigns on Time’s magazine,[footnoteRef:7] advertised on the Internet, has many viewers around the world watching the video. In addition to the fashion industry, Murakami continued to influence on entertainment media. Murakami’s Superflat artworks appear on the cover of Kanye West’s Graduation album and in his animated music video.[footnoteRef:8] After that, Murakami further incorporated his design of character and pattern appearing in the mass media into his own paintings and sculptures. As a consequence, his Superflat concept has become the major art movement that can reach people who appreciate in art and consumers for fashion and entertainment market.  [6:  Lubow Arthur. “The Murakami Method” The New York Times. 11 Sept. 2012
<http://www.nytimes.com/2005/04/03/magazine/03MURAKAMI.html?pagewanted=9&_r=1>]  [7:  Berry Allison. “Takashi Murakami for Louis Vuitton.” Time Specials. 11 Sept. 2012.
<http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2106558_2106559_2106567,00.html>]  [8:  Wikipedia contributors. “Collaborations.” Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. 11 Sept. 2012.
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Takashi_Murakami>] 

In spite of the popularity of his Superflat theory, he is aware that throughout the fashion’s life cycle, his idea could be dead and finally loss its popularity. His idea is not just fad and fashion but can be sustained in long term. He even sets the ambitious goal to establish the sustainable art market that helps preserve not only his own style but also other styles of art. Murakami continues to prove that he intends to promote and educate people about art. He founded Kaikai kiki Co.,Ltd., for produce and promote his project and give an opportunity to the young artist to showcase and sell their artwork. The company also holds the Geisai art exhibition which attracts international artists to participate.[footnoteRef:9] His factory is the production workshop that has the capacity to produce difference kinds of art media in large scale. Therefore, his dedication to the world of art helps support younger artist to pursue their passion and continue to preserve art in the modern society [9:  "The GEISAI Operation | Kaikai Kiki's Objectives | What Is Kaikai Kiki? | Kaikai Kiki Co., Ltd." The GEISAI Operation | Kaikai Kiki's Objectives | What Is Kaikai Kiki? | Kaikai Kiki Co., Ltd. 
3 Sept. 2012. <http://english.kaikaikiki.co.jp/whatskaikaikiki/activitylist/geisai/>] 

In conclusion, Takashi Murakami’s talent transforms the art all around the world by his theory ‘Superflat’. He elevates the status of art which was used to be perceived as low art in Japan and other countries. Art becomes modern and accessible for almost everyone in the society. He sets up his art Production and Management Company to facilitate the large-scale art production that can be sustained in long term. He also provides the opportunity to the young artists to be successful as a professional artist. Therefore, Murakami is the living example of the one who is able to change the world with his creativity and perseverance. 
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