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Introduction

The world economy has changed drastically because of the COVID-19 pandemic. According to

Jones, Palumbo and Brown (2021), there is an estimation from the IMF that in 2020, the

Economy went down by almost 5%. And this has caused People's behavior to change, which also

has significant impacts on the economy. For example, according to Singlor (2021), during the

pandemic, the House Price Index in many countries had a major increase. One of the factors that

contributed to the increasing of house prices is because many people were able to work from

home during the pandemic. This led to an increase in demand for larger accommodation areas.

Hence, increasing the real estate price. Moreover, in the housing supply side, the construction

cost also increased. This is due to the increased price of construction materials due to shipping

and logistics delay, which is also caused by the pandemic. Overpricing of the real estate market

can also cause additional issues such as higher levels of inequalities. According to the IMF

(2021), overpricing of the housing market will cause higher levels of inequalities because only

the rich can afford to buy all the houses and lands, and the poor will only be able to afford

renting from the rich. This is why it is important for the government to monitor this issue closely

and make sure that the housing prices are not too overpriced.

This study tries to use alternative indicators including Apple Mobility Index dataset, COVID-19

infected cases dataset, and Nighttime Light Index dataset to predict and monitor the conventional

indicator, House Price Index (HPI). The goal for this is to be able to predict the HPI using the

other alternative indicators, which will allow for further insights into customer behavior analysis

in the housing market during the pandemic.
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Literature review

This research focuses on finding alternative data to indicate on Property sectors during the

COVID-19 pandemics. There are many related researches on property sectors and also non-

traditional indicators which can be separated into 3 main sections;

1. Literature related to Research Method

- Yusof and Ismail (2012) explained the fluctuating house price in Malaysia by

using Multiple regression and Hedonic regression analysis. The study found out

that Local is the most important factor that influences the housing price.

- Wang (2016) used the regression to explain the relationship between demand for

houses and mortgage premiums. The result stated that an increase in mortgage

premium will cause the house price to increase within the next 3 years.

- Zhang (2021) stated that housing prices can be partially predicted by using

multiple linear regression models.

- Ahmed (2020) studied macroeconomics factors on House Price Index in Saudi

Arabia. The result turned out that the Consumption Perception Index (CPI) has

the most influence on House Price Index (HPI).

2. Literature related to Datasets

- Robert (2021) studied using Nighttime Light data to analyze the current level of

economics in Morocco. In this study, the researcher found that Night time Light

can be used to analyze and predict the quarterly GDP level of Morocco. This can

not only be used to analyze GDP in normal situations, it can also be used to

indicate GDP of Morocco during the COVID-19 pandemic as well.

- Hepşen and Vatansever (2012) indicated in their study that there are relationships

between Property Price Index and alternative investments in Dubai. In this case,

the alternative investments in the study refers to gold and foreign trades.
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- Putra and Arini (2021) studied the effect of people's mobility toward Economic

activity by using Google Mobility trends and Apple Mobility trends. The results

of this research suggest that mobility has an impact on Regional GDP growth. An

industry cluster also has an impact on people mobility and Regional growth.

- Limpanasukhon (2015) studied economic factors that can have an impact on the

House Price Index. This includes the House Price Index of Single detached

Houses, Condominiums, and Townhouses. From the research, it can be derived

that the Construction Price Index has a positive correlation with the House Price

Index and the Townhouse Price Index.

- Sun et al. (2020), Electricity consumption can be best estimated by using the

combination of Nighttime Light index and population.

- Ruenthip and Thavonlun (2020) used the Apple Mobility Index to analyze the

tourism industry in Thailand. The result suggested that Apple Mobility Index is a

high frequency indicator to indicate the occupancy rate, people pattern of

traveling and the recovering rate of each province.

- Coccia (2021) found that the number of COVID-19 infected cases is higher in

countries with a long period of lockdown measures. This also affects the GDP

growth of countries. Countries with longer periods of lockdown had lower growth

than short lockdown period countries.

3. Literature related to Sub-topics

- Brueckner, Brueckner and Lin (2021), Work from Home (WFH) during the

COVID-19 pandemic has influenced the price of houses and rental rates to be

lower because people relocated to cheaper areas.

- Satirapipatkul (2020) found that during the COVID-19 pandemic, people changed

due to the fact that their income is insatiable. Therefore, both real estate demand

and supply was reduced.
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Research Gap

As the time passes, there are many new ways to estimate economic activities, especially during

the COVID-19 pandemic, such as Apple Mobility index, COVID-19 infected case and Nighttime

Light data. However, there are currently only a few studies that are based on similar datasets that

can be used as references. Moreover, most of the research that uses these data are usually only

focused on predicting and analyzing GDP level. Therefore, there is a lack of studies on how

these data can be used in other economic sectors.
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Data and Research methods

Data

In this study, the data used can be separated into two main categories, which are Conventional

indicators and Alternative indicators. Conventional indicators refer to the data that I am trying to

predict using different models. And alternative indicators refer to the data that are used to predict

the conventional indicators.

1. Conventional Indicators

- House Price Index (HPI)

The Housing Price Index during the period of January, 2020 and September, 2021 was used as

the conventional indicator for the study. According to the Bank of Thailand (n.d.), the House

Price Index was composed of 4 indexes; The condominium Price Index (CMPI), the townhouse

Price Index (THPI), the Single detached House Index (SHPI), and Land Price index (LPI). The

Housing Price Index was calculated from mortgage loans data that were collected from 17

different commercial banks in the Bangkok area and surrounding vicinities (Samut Prakan,

Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Nakhon Pathom and Samut Sakhon). The Condominium Price Index,

Townhouse Pride Index, and Single detached house Price Index were compiled together into the

index using the Rolling Window and Dummy Hedonic Regression method. The land was

calculated into the index using the Stratification method with monthly weight. In this study, all 4

House Price Indexes will be used as conventional data.

2. Alternative indicators

- Apple Mobility Index

The Apple Mobility Index is a daily report of Driving and Walking index published by Apple. It

shows the volume of direction lookup requests from Apple’s Maps application by

country/region, sub-region, or city. It is calculated compared to a baseline value, generated on 13

January 2020. The period of both Driving and Walking index used in this study is from January

13, 2020 to September 30, 2021, and the geographic location of the data used is Bangkok. All

data are adjusted by using an average method to transform it into monthly data before using it in

the study.
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- COVID-19 infected Cases

The data of the number of COVID-19 infected cases in Thailand was obtained from the Ministry

of Public Health, the date ranges from January 2020 to September 2021. The raw data acquired

from the Ministry of Public Health is a daily level report, so a transformation was implemented

to convert the daily level data to monthly level. This is done by taking the average value of each

month. The reason the data had to be converted to monthly level is because the Conventional

indicator or the Housing Price Index is a monthly level. And to connect the two datasets together,

it needs to be in the same granularity, monthly data.

- Nighttime Light Index

The Nighttime Light Index data was retrieved from a map service application called

www.lightpollutionmap.info. In this application, different satellite imaging data can be retrieved,

including the Nighttime Light Index data that will be used in this study. For this study, the

Nighttime Light Index data from January, 2020 to September 2021 is used to indicate House

Price Index. The geographic boundary of the Nighttime Light Index collected is Bangkok

Metropolis and Vicinities.

Methodology

- Ordinary Least Square Regression (OLS)

According to Encyclopedia (n.d.), Ordinary least squares (OLS) regression is an approximation

model to analyze the relationship between dependent and independent variables by minimizing

the sum of square differences between the observed and predicted values. This method is

commonly known as Linear Regression.

OLS regression function:

𝑌 = β
0

+ β
1
𝑋

𝑖
+  ε

Where Y = Dependent variable

= Interceptionβ
0

= Coefficientβ
1

= Independent variable𝑋
𝑖

= Error term ε
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- Apply Ordinary Least Square Regression (OLS) into study:

The log transformation method was used to normalize all data obtained first. Then, the Ordinary

Least Square Regression can be applied into the study as

(1)𝑙𝑛𝐶𝑀𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
1
𝑙𝑛𝐷𝑟𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑛𝑔

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(2)𝑙𝑛𝐶𝑀𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
2
𝑙𝑛𝑊𝑎𝑙𝑘𝑖𝑛𝑔

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(3)𝑙𝑛𝐶𝑀𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
3
𝑙𝑛𝑁𝑇𝐿

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(4)𝑙𝑛𝐶𝑀𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
4
𝑙𝑛𝑋

4𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(5)𝑙𝑛𝑇𝐻𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
1
𝑙𝑛𝐷𝑟𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑛𝑔

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(6)𝑙𝑛𝑇𝐻𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
2
𝑙𝑛𝑊𝑎𝑙𝑘𝑖𝑛𝑔

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(7)𝑙𝑛𝑇𝐻𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
3
𝑙𝑛𝑁𝑇𝐿

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(8)𝑙𝑛𝑇𝐻𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
4
𝑙𝑛𝐶𝑂𝑉𝐼𝐷19_𝑐𝑎𝑠𝑒

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(9)𝑙𝑛𝑆𝐻𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
1
𝑙𝑛𝐷𝑟𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑛𝑔

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(10)𝑙𝑛𝑆𝐻𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
2
𝑙𝑛𝑊𝑎𝑙𝑘𝑖𝑛𝑔

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(11)𝑙𝑛𝑆𝐻𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
3
𝑙𝑛𝑁𝑇𝐿

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(12)𝑙𝑛𝑆𝐻𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
4
𝑙𝑛𝑙𝑛𝐶𝑂𝑉𝐼𝐷19_𝑐𝑎𝑠𝑒

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(13)𝑙𝑛𝐿𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
1
𝑙𝑛𝐷𝑟𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑛𝑔

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(14)𝑙𝑛𝐿𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
2
𝑙𝑛𝑊𝑎𝑙𝑘𝑖𝑛𝑔

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(15)𝑙𝑛𝐿𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
3
𝑙𝑛𝑁𝑇𝐿

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

(16)𝑙𝑛𝐿𝑃𝐼
𝑡

=  β
0

+ β
4
𝑙𝑛𝐶𝑂𝑉𝐼𝐷19_𝑐𝑎𝑠𝑒

𝑡
+  ε

𝑡

Where  CMPI = Condominium Price Index
THPI = Townhouse Price Index
SHPI = Single detached House Price Index
LPI = Land Price Index

= Driving index from Apple Mobility Index𝐷𝑟𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑛𝑔
= Walking index Apple Mobility Index𝑊𝑎𝑙𝑘𝑖𝑛𝑔

= Nighttime Light Index𝑁𝑇𝐿
= COVID-19 infected cases𝐶𝑂𝑉𝐼𝐷19_𝑐𝑎𝑠𝑒

= Error termε
𝑡

7



Result Analysis

There are 21 observations obtained from time series datasets ranging from January, 2020 to

September, 2021. The result analysis is separated into 4 parts based on regression results on

House Price Index including Condominium Price Index, Townhouse Price Index, Single

detached House Price Index and Land Price Index.

1. Condominium Price index and Alternative indicators

The regression results of Condominium Price index and Alternative indicators are presented in

Figure 1- 4 and Table 1 in Appendix. From Table 2, there is only one model that has a

statistically significant P-value of less than 0.05 which is model 4. It is a model that uses

nighttime Light Index as an alternative indicator to indicate the Condominium Price Index.

However, this model has an value of 0.481 with adjusted value of 0.454. This implies that𝑅2 𝑅2

the Nighttime Light data can only partially explain the Condominium Price Index. Other

alternative data should be used together with the Nighttime Light index inorder to get more

accurate alternative indicators.

2. Townhouse Price Index and Alternative indicators

The regression results of Townhouse Price index and Alternative indicators are presented in

Figure 5 - 8 and Table 2 in Appendix. From Table 2, there are three models that have statistically

significant P-values of less than 0.05 which are model 6, 7, and 8. However, model 6 which

explains about the relationship between Walking index and THPI has value of 0.465. So, it𝑅2

means that the Walking index has a low relationship with the THPI. For model 7, which is a

model that explain the relationship between COVID-19 infected cases and THPI, there is a high

value of 0.724 with the value of Adjusted of 0.71. This means that the number of𝑅2 𝑅2

COVID-19 infected cases is a good indicator to explain the THPI. COVID-19 infected cases can

explain the THPI for 72.4%. When the number of infected cases increases by 1%, the THPI will

increase by 0.003 %, holding other things constant. For model 8, it is a model that explains the

relationship between Nighttime Light Index and THPI. This model has value of 0.639 which𝑅2

means that NTL also has a moderate relationship with THPI.
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3. Single detached House Price Index and Alternative indicators

The regression results of Single detached House Price Index and Alternative indicators are

presented in Figure 9 - 12 and Table 3 in Appendix. From Table 3, all models have statistically

significant P-values of less than 0.05. However, both model 9 and 12 that are used to explain the

relationship between Driving index and Nighttime Light Index on SHPI have value lower than𝑅2

0.5. This means that both Driving index and Nighttime Light Index have a low relationship with

SHPI, and should not be used to explain SHPI. Model 10 which is used to explain the

relationship between Walking index and SHPI, has the highest value of 0.805 with adjusted𝑅2

value of 0.794. This means that the Walking index has a strong relationship with SHPI and𝑅2

can be used to explain SHPI for 80.5%. When the Walking index increases by 1%, the SHPI will

decrease by 0.0186%, holding other factors constant. For model 11, the number of COVID-19

infected cases can also partially explain SHPI as it has moderate value of 0.655.𝑅2

4. Land Price Index and Alternative indicators

The regression results of Land Price Index and Alternative indicators are presented in Figure 13 -

16 and Table 4 in Appendix. From Table 4, all models have statistically significant P-values of

less than 0.05. In this case, the Walking Index from model 14 is the best alternative indicator to

explain the LPI because the regression result of this model has the highest value of 0.928𝑅2

with adjusted value of 0.924. This means that the Walking index can explain the LPI for𝑅2

942.4%. When the Walking index increases by 1%, LPI will decrease by 1.66%, holding other

things constant. In addition, the results from Model 15 indicated that the number of COVID-19

infected cases can also moderately explain LPI because it has value of 0.622. However, model𝑅2

13 and 16 which are Driving index and Nighttime Light Index should not be used to explain LPI

as the values are 0.485 and 0.345 respectively. They have a low relationship with LPI.𝑅2
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Policy Recommendations

- Use these alternative data mention in this studied to indicate the House Price Index

Based on this study, as alternative data can be used to explain the House Price Index, the

Government should consider the use of alternative indicators to predict the House Price Index

during the COVID-19 pandemic as well as using these data to predict the House Price Index

after the COVID-19 pandemic. Government should study more on the reasons for these

relationships as well in order to understand more about people's behavior.

- Strengthen the use of Land and Building Tax

The government should increase the tax collection amount for the lands and buildings tax

instead. However, the lands and buildings value criteria for tax collection need to stay the same.

This means that the government will be able to collect more land and buildings tax from the

higher income people. This will result in the higher income people being able to help contribute

to the development of societies and communities during this Covid-19 pandemic. Moreover, by

doing this, the demand for houses of high income people will be decreased. Therefore, the

housing price will also decrease. This is an indirect way to slow down the price of houses so that

lower income people can buy the house.

- Promote the development of non CBD area

The government should see the COVID-19 pandemic as an opportunity to expand to urban

development. Many people moved out from the CBD area because they can work from their

home. By moving out of the CBD areas, they can save some cost spending on rental. Therefore,

the non CBD area should be developed to decentralize the city. Moreover, rural areas and

suburban areas should also be promoted as well. By developing the non CBD areas, the demand

for real estates in the CBD areas will slowly decrease over time.
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Conclusion

In Conclusion, during the COVID-19 pandemic, all of the House Price Indexes except

Condominium Price index can be successfully predicted with the alternative indicators. For the

Townhouse Price Index, the best alternative indicator is the number of COVID-19 infected cases.

For the Single detached House Price Index and Land Price Index, the Walking index is the best

indicator to explain them. The Condominium Price index on the other hand can only be slightly

predicted using the Nighttime Light index. However, compared to the rest of the predictions of

House Price Indexes, it still has a very low relationship with CMPI as the value of is low.𝑅2

Therefore, it should not be used in explaining the CMPI.

Limitations and suggestions on further study

- Increase the number of observations

Because the COVID-19 pandemic first came to Thailand in January, 2020, there are a limited

number of observations, n=21, which may cause bias to the study. Therefore, more observations

should be used in order to increase the accuracy rate of the study.

- Apply more complex models into the study

This study uses only simple linear regression to see the relationship between conventional

indicators and alternative indicators. Therefore, there is a room for further study to use more

complex models to study the relationship between conventional data and alternative data such as

Multiple regression.

- Add more alternative data sources

This study uses 3 sources of alternative data which are Apple Mobility Index, COVID-19

infected case, and Nighttime light index, so there is also interesting data left to be investigated

such as Google Mobility Index.
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Appendix

Part 1: Figure

Figure 1: Relationship between Condominium Price Index and Apple Mobility Index (Driving)

Figure 2: Relationship between Condominium Price Index and Apple Mobility Index (Walking)
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Figure 3: Relationship between Condominium Price Index and COVID-19 infected Case

Figure 4: Relationship between Condominium Price Index and Nighttime Light Index

Figure 5: Relationship between Townhouse Price Index and Apple Mobility Index (Driving)
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Figure 6: Relationship between Townhouse Price Index and Apple Mobility Index (Walking)

Figure 7: Relationship between Townhouse Price Index and COVID-19 infected Cases
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Figure 8: Relationship between Townhouse Price Index and Nighttime Light Index

Figure 9: Relationship between Single detached house Price Index and Apple Mobility Index

(Driving)
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Figure 10: Relationship between Single detached house Price Index and Apple Mobility index

(Walking)

Figure 11:Relationship between Single detached house Price Index and COVID-19 infected

Cases
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Figure 12: Relationship between Single detached house Price Index and Nighttime Light Index

Figure 13: Relationship between Land Price Index and Apple Mobility Index (Driving)

Figure 14: Relationship between Land Price Index and Apple Mobility Index (Walking)
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Figure 15: Relationship between Land Price Index and COVID-19 infected cases

Figure 16: Relationship between Land Price Index and Nighttime Light Index

Part 2: Table

Table 1: Regression result between Condominium Price Index and Alternative indicators
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Table 2: Regression result between Townhouse Price Index and Alternative indicators

Table 3: Regression result between Single detached House Price Index and Alternative indicators

Table 4: Regression result between Land Price Index and Alternative indicators
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