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I thoroughly enjoyed watching the documentary Poverty Inc. It opened my eyes to a new way to thinking about foreign involvement in development. Prior to the video, I had been skeptical of foreign aid and long-standing NGOs but leaned to be in favor of them; I thought that the help was beneficial. I did not connect these involvements to be similar to colonialism but, I totally see the connection and agree. When loans and grants are given to developing countries, they come with contingencies. Essentially, developed countries are paying developing countries to do things their way, which, most likely, gives them some benefit. 
The discussion within the documentary led me to identify a fine line in development. The line of how much and what kind of help to give. Currently, many countries’ backbone is in foreign aid. There system has evolved around it and any deviations toward self-sufficiency are crushed by the aid industry. The case studies showcased in the video were about entrepreneurial activity shutdown due to aid and giving to the poor. Basically, the market economy and industry cannot get off the ground and into cycle because of the interruptions by outside forces. 
It reminds me of the environment, human involvement usually harms the growth and cycles of the natural world. Again, long term sustainable development currently has a hard time getting off the ground due to humans, that are not involved in these communities, get involved bringing more harm than good. 
I hope to continue to learn about the real ways to tackle development issues. This video brought to my attention the cycle we are putting developing countries in without providing any sort of out. With my current knowledge, it seems logical for limited involvement from developed countries to developing countries specifically in the building of governments. A strong and supportive government is necessary for a growing economy. This way entrepreneurship can be encouraged because it is advantageous, infrastructure can be built up for trade and communication, and education can be accessible for the innovation of future use of resources. This is were involvement should end. This type of limited involvement continues to walk the line of aid and colonialism but at least after a base is set, the country is free to grow in a natural way with local resources supporting it. An angle for developed, investing countries to look at aid with is that a natural market can eventually be a part of the trade network that will benefit all.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is no perfect answer as the video explained but the current system is not making progress. The industry of NGOs and aid agencies keep the poor, poor. This complex innerworkings of organizations will be a hard task to untangle but, if the goal really is to increase everyone’s wellbeing, then it is more than necessary. 
