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	Donald Trump launches his tax-reform agenda today in Springfield, Missouri. As a candidate, he promoted a mix of corporate and individual rate-cuts and deduction rises; the Tax Policy Centre, a think-tank, estimated those would reduce federal revenue by $6.2trn while increasing the federal debt by $7trn within a decade. Most agree that America’s byzantine tax system needs overhauling, but the devil is in the details: one reason that no major tax reform has been accomplished since 1986 is that the trade-offs are both mathematically and politically difficult. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]But Mr Trump, still smarting from Congress’s failure to repeal Obamacare and lacking any significant legislative achievements so far, needs a win. That makes the president’s Twitter attacks on Mitch McConnell and Paul Ryan, Republican congressional leaders whose support he needs, all the more baffling. Perhaps he reckons his base prizes the spectacle of him fighting the establishment more than any actual achievements.



