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Unemployment Rate in Europe 
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Wage and unemployment in the US 
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Thailand's Unit Labour Cost Index 
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A precision policy tool of the Fed 
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Monetary Policy Effectiveness: The Fed 
Funds Rate 
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imprecise instrument 
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You can take  horses to a well, 
but you cannot force them to drink the water 

from the well 



Booms and Busts 

• In a mild business cycle, fear of recession and 
pessimistic expectations can increase the 
perception of the fall in future income and it can 
turn a mild recession into a depression (J.M.K)  

• During the boom investment would expand in 
response to strong sales growth. 

•  In turn, capital spending on new plants would 
generate employment and income that further 
induce more capital formation. 
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Commercial Car sales and imported 
Capital goods 
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Import of capital goods at 2000 prices (Millions of Baht)



Business sentiment and consumer 
confidence 

• Business sentiment can be restored and 
maintained by policy consistency.  

• If the government and the public adhere to the 
rule of law, political shocks can be minimized as a 
concern for fairness would be eased.  

• Once we allow elements of unknowns to  violate 
established social obligations and contracts, 
business confidence erodes quickly; eventually it 
could lead to a negative long-term impact on 
economic growth. 
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Short-term gain vs. long-term loss 

• Fiscal policy is the only option left. (Why?) 

• Unless the government maintains law and order 
to restore business sentiment and enhance 
consumer confidence, both the monetary and 
fiscal policy package would fail miserably.  

• Ultra-populist policy would lead to an 
unsustainable fiscal position. 

•  Fiscal discipline has been neglected in the pursuit 
of short-run political gain at the expense of the 
long-term economic growth and stability. 
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When consumption and investment 
spending are  constrained by poor business 
sentiment and weak consumer confidence, 
the recovery must come from the rebound 
of export demand.  
 
A sustainable recovery depends on the 
resumption of world trade expansion and 
regained consumer confidence.  
 
The road to economy recovery in 2016 
depends considerably the strength of the 
Chinese economy.  
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World Business Cycle and Thailand’s 
Exports 
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Export collapse in 2015: déja vu 
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The year 2006 witnessed a fundamental change 
in Thailand’s politics, which has a profound 
impact on the previously stable economy.  
 
The economic outcome of policy responses to 
external shocks is influenced by the 
quality of institutions. 
 
Political transformation through military coups, 
revolution, and civil war cycles involve high risk 
exposure to output and consumption volatility 
that would lead to serious economic crises.  
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Macro Policy in response to GFC 

• This paper investigates Thailand’s macroeconomic policy 
responses to the global financial crisis in 2009.  

• Empirical evidence found in this paper indicates that fiscal 
policy is relatively less effective than monetary policy.  

• Tax reduction is more powerful in stimulating output than 
government spending.  

• Maintaining undervalued exchange rates does not create 
the output expansion effect.  

• Sustained economic recovery requires growth in the world 
trade volume and enhanced business confidence. 
 

• Keywords: Thailand, output volatility, effectiveness of 
monetary and fiscal policy. 
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The effectiveness of policy  responses 
depends on the government’s ability to 
maintain the rule of law, accountability, 
human rights, and effective legal 
infrastructure.  
 
Maintaining  the rule of law implies 
predictable outcomes from court ruling of 
legal disputes. 
 
Investors can proceed with less concern about 
risk and uncertainty that may arise from policy 
inconsistency. 
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If those policy stimuli can be used under a 
favorable investment environment, Thailand 
can recover quickly from the global financial 
crisis  and would have been subject to lesser 
adverse consequences of the global recession. 
 
 
  
 

Thailand has sufficient policy instruments to 
respond to fluctuations in the global export 
demand, but those policy instruments must 
be selectively chosen to  ensure maximum 
impacts on stabilization.  
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Monetary policy remains effective despite 
the high degree of capital convertibility 
because its impact on the exchange rate 
intensifies the initial impact of monetary 
policy on the aggregate demand.  
 
Currency appreciation  does not necessarily 
lead to output contraction. 
 
These macroeconomic policies would be 
more powerful with accompanying measures 
to boost consumer confidence and business 
sentiment to nourish the animal spirits of 
investors. 



Questions 

• It was hard then to recover in 2006, is it 
harder now in 2016? 
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