Trip essay by Patcharadon 5704641538

8 July 2019
We had a meeting at Donmuang International Airport in the morning to travel to Nakorn Panom .  When we arrived at Nakorn Panom, a van was waiting to pick us to Laos.  There was some difficulty and time consuming immigration process, we had to take a photo and identified ourselves with the officers. 
The first visit in Laos was Savan Seno Special Economics Zone, it is an office to supervise  the investment in Laos, international trade between Thailand and Laos with FDI support, employment on Laos, permit to constrict and operate in special economic zone.  I have learned the information of Laos economic zone and how it helps to stimulate economic growth in Laos, development in Laos in industrial, service and agricultural fields.  From my observation, Laos people understand Thai language and have similar culture as in Thailand. They like to watch Thai series or listen to Thai music.  They also use and accept Thai Baht.  
In the evening ,I went to the market and saw that it was similar to Thai market with many vendors selling papaya salad, rice and curry , the menu was almost similar to Thai's .  The living style in Laos was simple with no so hot weather.  We stayed at Savan resort, the casino hotel. I tried the game and realized that no one would make a fortune from gambling because I lost the game but  I felt funny and excited on my first gambling.

9July 2019
On the second day, we went to Vietnam to Laobao where it is the border city between Laos and Vietnam. In the afternoon ,we visited Vinc Moc tunnel , bomb escape tunnel during Vietnam war. The tunnel was long with many routes connected and very dark. The tour guide told us that during the war , many families had lived in this tunnel for four years. They had to be careful of the planes.  Visiting here reminds me how lucky I am, not to be a Vietnamese during that hard time. We went to hotel for relax in the evening.

10 July 2019
Today we took the long train trip from Dongha to Hue to visit Imperial Citadel Hue. In the old time ,Hue was the capital of Vietnam. There was a fort and the wall around the city. Later, we went to Hue Thien Mu Pagoda, it was a historical temple. The weather was quite hot with many tourists. We went to Royal tomb of Khai Dinh King, the tomb of King Khai Dinh. It was very hot but I was pleased and enjoyed the sight seeing. We went to CP in the afternoon to hear a lecture of its business in Vietnam, how is the production process, and we tasted the shrimp, it was good. We went to Vincom department store , it was a huge department store with a supermarket. People went there to buy consumer goods. After that, we went to trang tien bridge, it was lighted , there was a market along the river selling food and souvenirs.

11July 2019
We traveled from Hue to Danang, Vincom department store in Danang is a lot bigger than in Hue. There are a lot of restaurants and brand name shops. We tried Vietnamese food for lunch, we walked near the hotel to buy some souvenirs and Vietnam hay hat, which I think it represents Vietnam the most.  We had Korean grill for dinner, it was a pleasing day for me. 

12 July 2019
We went to Linh Ung in the morning, it has white lady buddha to pay homage , then we went to Big C to buy some goods and to observe consumer's behavior .  There are many goods imported from Thailand, many Thai brands because they believe that Thai products are good quality such as canned food, snacks and cheap price. We had Vietnamese noodle for lunch, I like the soup.  We went to SCG in the afternoon to learn some information on overview of Vietnam economics, marketing strategy of SCG, and cement making process. In the evening,I went to night market and took a boat for sightseeing.

13 July 2019
I went to Banana hill sunworld. i rode a cable car and queued up for many rides .  There were a lot of tourists from many countries. It took a long time to get a ride so I only played four rides. I love this place , it felt like I were a kid again. We had dinner at Hong dae, Korean grill, I was not satisfied with the place because of slow service , hot and blackout.

14 July 2019
It was my last day in Vietnam, it was very fast.  We went to a museum in Danang . We went to jewelry shop, gold is not so popular here, they prefer the pearl. I bought coconut chocolate for souvenirs and went to the Airport to fly back to Bangkok.

· What surprises/impresses you most during the trip?

I was very surprised in crossing the road in Vietnam because of few traffic lights so the driver used the loud horns to warn the pedestrians. It is risky whenever I crossed the road.  The drivers drive fast.  People here prefered to sit outside the shop without air-condition.  There are no 7-11 in Vietnam, only local marts.
I like this trip because I am free to do anything and we can ask any questions.  The hotels are good, closed to the mall.

· How do you see East-West economic route (R9-from Mukdaharn to Laos to Danang) as connectivity in the region? (more potential? problems? or any issues? border crossing?)

I think R9 route will have more border trade if the laws allows. There will be more import and export,  more convenience on logistics. More border trade and investment.  The border crossing will be easier but there might be sone trade problems such as tax or labor problems such as license.

· How do you see Laos and Vietnam in the next 5-10 years?

Vietnam needs to develop its infrastructure so it can have a better economic growth. It was like Thailand in the previous 10years. There are more opportunities in business.  Laos can have a better economic growth as well but a bit slower than Vietnam.
· Can you imagine yourself working/living in Laos and/or Vietnam? Why/Why not?

I think working in Vietnam is a challenge , I can build the business with broad opportunities. I can have challenging experience from working in Vietnam. In fact, my sister is working in Hanoi doing the education business, Pointavenue. So, I love to work and live there.

Feedback for the trip

I give 9 out of 10 from this trip . The travel is convenient and I have a lot of knowledge from this trip. I think it is a good opportunities to see the real setting and business and I would like to go to a trip like this again for more experience.
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