In-class Exercise (Individual task)

From the World Bank VDO Expert - Discuss the issues females face during the COVID-19
crisis.

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/video/2020/05/22/why-are-women-and-girls-threatened-
by-coronavirus

(1) Do you agree that “This pandemic will reverse the progress toward gender equality”? Why?

Agree

There are several evidences to support the fact that this pandemic is not gender neutral and reverses progress
foward gender equality as either men snd wWomen or boys and girls are affected differently. While males are more
likely to die fom Covrn-19, females are facing unique threafs fror panderic not only in terms of biclgy and
Physiology but also in terms of socisl and etonoric role.

There are 2 important issues in health sector, Firs‘r7 more omen than men around the globe arc in the frontling of healthcare
profession Norking 35 nurses and doctors. Nexty the pandemic puts trenendous pressure on systems Causing services to be
strevoned and pacity o be thin.

In temms of education, girls do nof return o school after the pandersic. School closures snd economic necessity Cause

boys and girls to drop out. Based on the previous crises, howevery boys refurn fo sthoo) ouicker While sone girls just do not
relurn due to joining the labor riarket or being repansible for household sctivities. Plus, boys have greater access fo infemet
and Iearning mafcrial causing girls fo have lower learning opportunity.

In the United State, the situation when there are greater differential impacts on women than men in terrs of econorics s called
"She - cssion. She-cession occurs because the Jobs in the sectors Where Worien predorinate are finst and hardest it ¢ higher unemployment
and lack of income and ability to cope. Moreover, worten predamimtt in inforr) employment. As 8 result, the problen is that those
Nomen do ot have Tringe benefits including souial pratectiong healin insurance , unemploynent compensation, and o on.

Consequentty, Qender inequality octows.

(2) Using a country as an example, explain what policies the government of that country has
implemented to address this problem.

Using Thailand as an exaMple, women-led enterprises and businesses are negafively

affected by the pandernic so do those informal female workers. 1t is dlear that financial

support necds To farget hard-hit Women-led enterprises and businesses in ferinized sectors,

and worien norking in informal seciors €qually by providing subsidized and state-backed loans,
tax, or seeurity payment defterals and excemptions. As 2 result Thai government implerents
insurance po\w in he form of incore replacement measures 4o repiace part or 3l of their

incori. Not only does the policy help those woren who are fating difficulty, but it

also helps manY Thaj people who are negatively affected by the ongoing panderic.



