TERM PAPER ASSIGNMENT
EE406 – Contemporary Economic Issues
Semester 1/2020
Total marks: 30 points


The primary objectives of this assignments are to (i) provide you with an opportunity to explore and develop in-depth expertise on a topic in contemporary economic issues that is interesting to you; (ii) to fine-tune your skills in evaluating, synthesizing, and communicating through academic writing; and (iii) to provide you with an opportunity for non-classroom interaction between you and the instructors as we guide you through the process of planning and executing a substantial project. 
On the topics
You are allowed 3-4 group members and have the freedom to select the topic you want to research on. Like how the class is designed, the topic must explore one epidemic (or more) and its relation to an economic issue that you are interested in. You must submit the topic along with the list of your group members on 26 August 2020, at the latest. Please also provide one short paragraph description of your objectives and the type of information that you intend to present. We will be happy to provide some guidance on topics of interests. 
Perform a quick research that your topic is sufficiently broad that relevant literature is available. At the same time, it should be narrow enough that you can complete the assignment in one semester. The primary source of articles to be reviewed should be peer-reviewed journal articles and books, and not predominantly trade publications such as the economists, financial times, and the likes.
Progress report
The first progress report should include a preliminary outline of your paper, a list of the references that you have reviewed to date, a short statement of the findings of the paper and your analysis of how this information fits, or does not fit, into your paper. The first progress report is due on Monday 14 September. Meetings will be scheduled to discuss your report.
Progress report II will be due on Friday 6 November. The report should be at least the first draft of your term paper. This is in order for us to be able to comments and for you to make progress according to them. Another meeting will be scheduled.  The final term paper will be due on 21 December 2020.
Presentations will be conducted in the last few sessions of the class and will be announced on a later date.
Guidelines
The report should be divided into main sections and subsections. The actual report format is left to your discretion, but it should have at least the following:
1. Abstract: A one paragraph summary of the report which describes the topic of the paper and what can be concluded based on your research. The summary should provide a busy reader with the key points of the paper. The abstract is not an introduction, it is a summary of the entire paper.
2. Introduction: Explain the issue that you have studied and the reason why it is an important area to study. Relevant background information and theory required to understand the paper should be presented in a subsection of the introduction.
3. Body: Explain the main point of your research. Provide some details about your methodology, your data, and your findings.
4. Discussion: End your paper with summary or conclusion. You might also point out something that has not been completed in your research and might suggest some possible researches to interested readers. 
5. References: Please use the APA style – you can find description of it online and via the BE-moodle. When referencing a book, be sure in include page numbers. When referencing URL, give a date when the URL was last accessed.
6. Appendices: Use an appendix for presentation of a lot of data that is not critical to understanding the paper and is of interest to only some people. Equations may also be derived in an appendix.
Reminder on academic policy:
I encourage you all to work together and exchange ideas out of class. However, I also encourage you all as university scholars to start independently critically approach a topic, a question, or a challenge that will be posed in this class, as well as the future ones. I expect your independent completion of the report, as it would be obvious if they are not your own ideas. Plagiarism and cheating will be treated with disciplinary actions. Thammasat University, our faculty, and I take academic integrity extremely seriously.
